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Now He Wants to Be Afghanistan's President 


The Times, London other former Mujahidin political mainstream. Me bringing 
Shiberghan — Posters of his commanders with similarly became a security adviser to Afghanistan 

burly, thick-browed face poor human rights records are President Karzai despite his looked s 

adorn every shop window seeking to legitimize reluctance to disarm. When consolidate 

and car windscreen across his themselves and win political presidential elections 

dusty northern stronghold capital to barter for future announced, I— - 

where countless Saddam- positions in power That no stand. "\ 

style painted portraits of the one is stopping them has left said, by his supporters, 

notorious Mujahidin many Afghans despairing that Not all of his countrymen sponsorin; 

commander gaze down on his upcoming historic welcomed the tlowering 

people. Posters for any of the presidential elections 

other 17 candidates running unlikely to change 

against him for the Afghan warlord culture that 

presidency are absent, bar a plagued their country for election 

smattering belonging to nearly three decades 

Massouda Jalal. the only The son of a peasant farmer General Dostum 

woman in the race and a and a former plumber who complained that 

ferocious opponent of rose through the ranks of the clearly violated 
warlord rule Mujahidin to become a forbidding candidates from o 

"We're not obliged to put up regional commander. General maintaining a private militia 
their posters for them." said Dostum's name has become a 
l aizullah Zaki. General byword for the brutality and e 
Dostum's sharp-suited venality of the Mujahidin one 

spokesman years I he forces he ca.„ 

"Maybe they just don't want controlled during the battles been disqualified 
to waste them when they for control of the capital in were not is a disturbing 
know evervone will vote? for the 1690s stand accused id piecedent I he Government 
the local leader" gross atrocities . including 

I ,w doubt that t Ik I zbek rape, nun dor flu) looting 
ueiui.il will sweep the vote in While imining Iiin own mini Mohammed ol the \lghan Dostum T he Genetal is the, 

this punmce. his state in the north of the IndependeiW Human Rights only person who brought us 
longstanding powerbase. country. he frequently Commission "But these from ignorance to lightness," 
which he regained after his ordered public executions of people haven't been disarmed Mohammed Mohsin. a 
triumphant return from exile criminals and opponents yet If they had been refused shopkeeper, said, "lie is a 
during the war to oust the from other ethnic groups, as candidates, they may have hero of peace" 

Taleban manv of whom were crushed caused more problems" Many now fear that the 

His chances of polling to death under his Russian And retaining their forces historic polls hailed as the 
anything substantial tanks lie was recently gives the warlords the power dawn of Afghan democracy 

nationally. however, remain accused of allowing to swing votes their way will be hijacked John Sifton. 
slender, raising the question hundreds of Taleban through intimidation, helping of Human Rights Watch, 
of why the country's most prisoners to suffocate in them to store up political said: "There was supposed to 
nmnrinii'i warlord is mnniny containers, a charne he capital to barter their way into be progress towards 


Prolonging the Task 
of the German Forces 
Can Be Optimism 

Mission of the International Security keeping 
forces is one of the most effectiv e processes in 
the country and is meanwhile upgrading 
Germany is the country whose regular forces 
are implementing two dangerous tasks 
simultaneously in the country 
In the present situation of our country as from 
the one side it is facing a series of dangers, and 
those opposing and endangering the security 
and stability under different titles, from the 
other side, our ruined and destroyed country 
seriously needs construction and 
reconstruction, and it is important that what vie 
lost we should regain it 

Last week the German Parliament, with an 
attention-attracting majority, approved their 
assistants and prolonged the mission of the 
German forces for keeping the security and 
Provincial Reconstruction, in Afghanistan 
This happened at a time, as the Presidential 
Elections are getting close in our coumi'i. and 
at the meantime the assaults In the opposing 

parties of I aliban and M-Q.ivila are mueaxirig. 
and a numbei of the Get man I loops were 
injured m the result of a rocket-fire last week 
The German government, since the start of 
holding the Bonn Assembly and forming the 
Interim Authority till now, has taken an active 
part m setting up peace, security and stability', 
reconstruction and was prior to help 
Afghanistan in contrary to other countries 
What is considerable in this regard is. that the 
German Parliament is consisted of difference 
parties right-sided. 1 left-sided and moderates, 
the Social Democrats and the Green Partv that 
are ruling the country have seriously asserted 
and supported to prolong the mission of the 
[ German Forces. On the contrary the Christian 
Democrats. Social Cluistian. Independent 
Democratic Partv and the Socialist Party, 
which are the remnants of the Communist 
Partv of the Fast Germany, have opposed the 
present government of Germany 
Foreign Minister of Germany Youshka Fisher 
and Defense Minster Peter Schools have 
seriouslv insisted on keeping on their assistant 
with AlVhanisian. and by accepting the dangers 
that the German Forces may face, they 
approved the draft in the German Parliament, 
which can be an optimistic step for us 
\t the moment the Germans are implementing 
their tasks in Kabul kundu/ and Badakhshan 
on the way through reconstruction and keeping 
| the security 

It must be mentioned that the Afghan people 
will alwavs be having good memories of the 
Germany and will always remember thefr 
I assistants to \fuhamstan 


> were power, legitimizing tnem in 
I, he decided to the process Part of the 

persuaded", his aides blame, it said; fell on the 

Americans for embracing and 

- ! ig the warlords in 

» of the fight against the Taleban 
are his presidential ambitions Of The report presented 
the the 115 complaints against evidence of voter 

has candidates received by the intimidation by, among 

i commission, well others. General Dostum 

over half were against Activists reported that his 

Many commanders had "threatened 
he had local leaders to ensure that 
the law local populations vote as they 
lommand" but few dared 
speak out for fear of reprisal 
Human rights groups and "Everyone says they support 
lection monitors say he is Dostum in public," the 

of four warlord activist said "In private they 
andidates who should have know' he has done many 
That they criminal things really they 
despise him." 

In Shiberghan it is hard to 
shouldn't have let them stand find a single person who says 
,it all." said Saved he will not vote for General 


traveling Ironi llie airport io a rally site when 
Ins convoy was struck 

Bui interior minislry spokesman. Lnlfiillah 
Mashal said n look place at the rally itself in 
Fey/nbad. the capital of Badakhshan 
province ,’Ollkm north-east of Kabul 
He said there had so far been no arrests 
"The investigation is going on. It is the work 
of Ihc enemies of peace and the elements who 
want to derail lhe elcclion process " Mr 
Mashal said. 

Mulaleb Beg. a local police official, said lour 
people were Inirl mi (he blast. 

Presidential palace spokesman, klialik 
Ahmed, said ihe former governor of the 
province Saved Ikra-muddin. was one of 
lhose hurl. 

Mr Massood is the brother of the late Ahmed 
Shah Massood. who led the battle against 
Sov let occupation 

Mr Massood's running partner. President 
Humid kar/ai. held his final rally on 
Wednesday hi front of thousands of 
supporters in Kabul’s sporls stadium 
Mr kar/ai told them "By voting you are 
laying the firsi bricks in a wall of democracy 
that will last for decades and centuries " 

The Kabul rally was only the second public 
meeting Mr kar/ai has held 
The firsi was on I uesday when he Hew by 
helicopter to Gha/ni. luokni south of Kabul, 
lo speak io ihoui in.imii people 

I iidei Vlghan electoral law. lampaignnm 
ends on Wednesday 

Around ,<>.000 people packed into Kabul's 
stadium - which was notorious under ihc 
Taleban regime for public executions. 

At the rally ilicrc was a fcsiivc atmosphere 
wilh men performing Ihc national dance lo 
llic accompaniment of drums. 


Supporters held banners saying "a vote for 
Hamid kar/ai is a vote for democracy " 

Mr Kar/ai said Afghans should cast their 
ballots freely, without pressure from anyone 
including his own officials 
"We have IS candidates and it is a source of 
pride that after three decades of war. 
interference, bloodshed and destruction we 
proved that we arc a noble nation." 

Our correspondent says the campaign is 
draw ing to close just hours after it sprang into 


An explosion at an election rally 
in northern Afghanistan was aimed 
al President Hamid Kar/ai's running mate 
Afghan officials say 

Al Icasi one person died in Ihc blast, m the 
city of Fay/abad Mr Kar/ai's v ice- 
president ml candidate Ahmed 7ia Massood 
was not hurt 

I he attack came as Mr Kar/ai held Ins final 
rally in Kabul 

Ihe poll on Saturday will be Afghanistan's 

first election lor head of state 

No one has claimed responsibility 

The ! 1 1 chan .iii.l a I-Qaeda have vowed to 


enforcement ol Islamic 
system in their war tom 
country On the other hand. 
Ahmad Shah participated m 
ihc 25 years in Jihad and 
worked for Ihc welfare of Ins 
people 

They complained that onli 
ihe supporters of Hamid 
Kai/ai were being registered 
and that was why we liavc 
registered our complaints 
with ihe IOM 

They said it was only alkt 
iheir protest that such 
rcgistraiion was stopped 
Despite ihe irregularities m 
ihe registration process, iliev 
said they were sure that 
Hamid Kar/.n had no 
simroii ol \| h i " a i 


PFSHAWAR- 
I lie represcniaiives of 
\lghan presidential 

candidate. Engineer Ahmad 
shall Ahmad/ai lia.e said 
ihc people of Afghanistan 
would elect ihe Jiliadi leader. 
Ahmad Shah Alunud/ni in 
the coming elections 
I he special representative ol 
Ahmad Shah. Abdul /aim 
Muhammad Akmm. 

shafiiillah were also piesent 
on ihe occasion 
They criiici/cd president 
Hamid Kar/ai. saying ihc 
Afghan president did nothing 
for the welfare ol ihe |vople 
during his government 
Similarlv. he laded to take 


Qanuni has been one of the more 
active campaigners 


dismpi the presidential ckviions 
However, u ic said ihc province of 
Badakhshan where the blast look place is not 
an area where I here has been much militant 
aclu itv 

1 here is some confusion over ihe details of the 
attack 

Some reports said Mr Zia Massood was 
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From all the Presidential 
candidate one of them is 
Masoda Jalal and we arc 
all familiar with he 
name, and we are happ 
that the wav is paved for 
women to be a candidate 


First men should be told And each scar such 
what democracy is'’ women are going abroad 
After that they should be for more than ten times 
told that women are also for obtaining help b\ 
is human being like them these names, but with no 
and have mind and change 
wisdom and can take Bv the 
for this post. This part in the society. but 
indicates that women regretfully in our societs . 
could reach their as it is expected even 
position in our societs after ten years it cannot no 
"Ms success means the become a fact 
liberty of ssomcn". said As in esen 

Masooda Jalal on her country. women are that the 
statement. facing poverty, misers. 

What is the meaning of homelessness, illiteracy 
"Women freedom ? and hundreds of such 

From the siess point of disasters, 
our societs Women husbands 
Freedom means basing 
the right of education. 

higher educations and the independence, which 
taking advantage of that 
YV luf,n vie talk, of Women human being 
froedoift. sshat do the 
w pfoen imagine with 
themselves? 

In a country where ‘>0".. 
of men are illiterate and 
indeed do not know the 
meaning of democrats 
and women rights how 
can women get their 
rights'’ 

From the s iess point of 
90% men of this societs. 

Women freedom is a 
kind of aspersion for 
them and thinks it upside 
dossn. because they do 
not has e enough 
education and according 
to their orders their 
women should not go out 
of home. 


People in rural areas rutted that "it lakes one and 
especially complained that a half hours to reach the 
they had no access to mam road to Kabul and the 
doctors or clinics and that patients who arc in serious 
they needed to travel long condition die", said a 50- 
distances to get medical year-old woman from the 
treatment They said that district, 
many patients often died The lack of safe drinking 
before they could gel water has also led to the 
healthcare spread of mans diseases. 

They also expressed such as diarrhea, typhoid 
disappointment with the and other intestinal 
lack ol trained, professional diseases. Young children 
doctors Women fell there have been especially hard 
weie insufficient female hit by these illnesses 
medics In Chamtai district of Balk It 

Related problems cited by pros nice, a woman said her 
those interviewed for the children hasc all been 
survey were the shortage of struck down with by these 
clean water, poverty and ailments "Our children are 
lack of roads suffering from diarrhea and 

"The health problem in our we do not have any way to 
country is multi- be il water." she said, 
dimensional, and the other Even where healthcare 
ministries should help us in facilities are available, the 
this " Stanak/ni said demand is often loo great 

Residents of Kunar Muhammad Sadiq said lie 
prov ince have to travel to traveled from |iis village in 
Jalalabad for treatment, said \li Abad district to knndii/ 

I lap A/anuiddin. no. ol city and then waited foi live 
Noorgal district "Aftei a hours for treatment at the 
journey of one day we ticv clinic there. But before 
reach lalalabad. |but| when he could see a doctoi the 
we leach there either our facility had closed for the 
patient dies or Ins sickness day 
gels worse." he said "II we had a clinic in our 

Kunai is one of ilk vilhv.c we would not have 


emerge ot the 
Interim authority some 
women could get higher 
posts, because there were 
educated and 
intellectual women 

part of our In fact it is too regretting 

donor 

committees. NGOs and 
the United Nation are not 
asking over from such 
and their women about their 

are treating achievements 

them as their servants. When we talk of women 

how can we give them freedom. instead of 

ourselves we must think 
is the right ot every about those women who 

are unable to buy shroud 
Hase anyone ever done for themselves, who are 
anything for those living in a tent in the 
women, who arc facing burning days of summer 
poverty, hunger illiteracy and in the chills days of 
and hundreds of other -winter in the agony of 
such disasters'’ dying 

During the last two and Again we get to the point 
half years, as women are that first men whose 
barely given then rights, women are living in such 
some of our women adversity. should be 
have gotten a huge educated and after that 
amount of money from they should be 
some donor committees understand the right of 
by the name of helping independence and self¬ 
poor and miserable determination, 
women, but a part of that When our men know that 
was not used for tins women have the same 
purpose The residual wisdom and 

amount was used in determination as tiles 
purchasing home. cat. have, in that case women 
ornaments and furniture can net our riulits 


1 lie 1 1 Ic expectancy for 
Mgli'ans was only 4f> years 
according to figures 
provided by the Population 
Research Rnrcaii in 2IMI0 
An IWPR nationwide 
survey ol 5.000 people in 

2 I prov mees - conducted m 
mid- \iumsi by Inn 
lOm n.lll-N . 1 ' part Ol .1 


lies across the animals 
back 

"We were taking her to the 
Jink, but it was too far and 
she died on the way " said 
the woman's husband 
"Now we tire taking her 
back home" 

Multan women live m fear 
ol death even ns they wail 
for a new life to be born 
On avetage. 1.600 women 
will die out of every 
100.00!i pregnancies. For 
every I noo children born. 

I to will die vv itliin the first 
sear of life, according to 
official stilt islics. Dr 
llidayatullah Slnunk/ni. 
head of the planning 
department in the ministry 
ol health, culls this rate 
"shocking" and "a silent 
disaster" 

Rut the high rates of death 
among pregnant women 
and infants arc just two of 
the many health problems 
faced by Afghans, the 
majority of whom Inc far 
away from climes, doctors 
and medicine 


gap. some private climes 
have opened, but they ate 
largely unregulated 
All across the cotmirv. 
individuals have donated 
500 plots of kind to the 
government for the 
construction of hospitals 
and clinics But Slanak/ai 
said the authorities don't 
have enough money to 
bmkl health facilities. 

"I contributed my land for 
the clinic mid (lie ministry 
of health had approved the 
(project|." said a 42-year- 
old man m the Daman 
district of Kandahar 
province "They brought 
some construct ion 

materials But they left a 
few months ago and it is 
soil unfinished" 


insurgents had earlier attacked a 
■■■■gHMM BI police ciicckpoint about 4okn> 

from Turin Kovvl 
Five insurgents were arrested in 
^ die raid. There were no casualties 

' in tire Afghan forces. Matiullnh 

Rlstnstid 

fJllPlH Afglum officials have warned ol 

| livelihood of further v iolence hv 

j Taleban lighters and allied 

! Islamic militants altcad of the 

B MHKf Taleban .violence and threats 

| against candidates and volets 

j have luimpcrcd the election 

j cani|xiigu m many pans of the 

J| | country. especially live south aivcf 

M Twelve |\x>ple were killed m 

j elect ion-related violence over die 

j nine-month registration 

lllllpr j campaign. Hundreds have <Jicd in 

Ipl^ I militant attacks in tltc last year. 

■ j Kandahar's governor Yosef 

1 Pashtoon said on Tuesday dial lie 

; was expecting attacks against 

j anyone involved in live election 

* ; process to be stepped up m ilk- 

_ : eon ling days. 

if the Kandahar blasts He kiid there was evidence ol a 

run-up io landmark build-up of insurgents, 
presidential elections on 9 In the past live days security 
October. forces have discovered and 

In a separate development on detonated three bombs in 
Tuesday. two Taleban Kandahar City alone 
fighters were killed when a He says the authorities have 
bomb they were try ing to set in place a small protection 
in Kandahar exploded, police force, comprising police, i he 
said. An Afghan civilian was army. reservists. tribal 
injured in the incident. militias and - in an outer 

On Monday, security forces security ring - Amcncan-lcd 
raided a Taleban hideout in coalition forces, 
the neighboring Ont/.gan Governor Pashtoon said the 
province. killing seven run-up to the election was 

suspected insurgents in a like a last chance for tlic 
three-hour gun battle. Afghan Taleban - all the more so if 
officials said. the election prov ed to be a 

Provincial chief of police, force for unity in 
Matiullah Khan, said the Afghanistan 


Threats on women 
by the Taleban and 
warlords are 

undermining their 

participation in 

Afghanistan's upcoming 
elections, a human rights 
group says 

The US-based Human 
Rights Watch says in a 
report that very few 
women have registered to 
vole on Saturday in areas 
where the Taleban arc 
active 

flic rcpori says even 
campaign workers have 
received death threats for 
raising women's issues 
More than 40% of 
Afghanistan's It) 5 million 
registered voters arc 
women. 

The US government has 
claimed lliat die rights of 
Afghan women have 
improved aftei the Taleban 
were removed in 2001 
The Human Rmlits Watch 
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